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TO  THE 


FOLESHILL  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MR.  CHAIRMAN  AND  GENTLEMEN. 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Fourth  Annual  Report — the 
tliirty-flrst  in  all — on  the  health  of  the  district,  together  with 
the  Tables  of  Vital  Statistics,  Infectious  Disease,  and  those  re- 
lating to  the  Factories  and  Workshops,  as  prescribed  by  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

The  Population  has  been  estimated  at  18,668.  The  total 
number  of  Births  registered  is  641,  giving  a Birth  Rate  of  34.3 
per  1,000.  Of  this  number,  the  Foleshill  Sub-district,  com- 
prising the  parishes  of  Bed  worth.  Exhall,  Foleshill,  and  Keres- 
ley,  have  556  ; and  the  Walsgrave-upon-Sowe  Sub-district,  in- 
cluding tne  parishes  of  Anstey,  Binley,  Sliilton,  Stoke,  Wals- 
grave,  Willenhall,  Withy  brook,  and  Wyken,  85.  1 append  figures 

for  previous  four  years  : — 


Foleshill 

VValsgrave 

1905 

568 

74 

1904 

573 

65 

1903 

569 

93 

1902 

558 

88 

The  above  Birth  Rate,  in  spite  of  the  undoubted  increase  in 
the  Population,  still  kee],>s  at  about  the  same  number. 

The  number  of  Deaths  for  the  year  is  310,  giving  a Death 
Rate  on  the  estimated  population  of  16.6.  Last  year,  it  was 
abnormally  low  for  the  district,  as  I explained,  and  mucli  below 
that  uf  1904,  when  it  was  17.3 

The  average  for  the  past  10  years  is  326’2. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  shews  a great  rise  on  that  of 
last  year,  owing  to  the  far  greater  incidence  of  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea  during  the  months  of  August,  September,  and 
October,  which  was  general  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Country,  and  due  to  the  exceptional  heat  of  the  past  summer. 
In  1905,  the  summer  produced  very  little  Infantile  Diarrhoea, 
witli  only  eleven  deaths,  whilst  in  1906  there  were  31  deaths 

(^>) 


from  this  cause  under  1 year  of  age.  The  premature  Birtlis 
sUll  form  a large  proper tidtL of  the  number,  being  23  for  the 
year  ; and  Wasting  diseases  next,  with  11. 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate  is  3.1.  In  1905,  it  was  1.2 ; in 
1904,  3.0;  it  is  high  owing  to  the  returns  from  Diarrhoea,  the 
death  return  for  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  is  made 
up  as  follows  ; — 

Small  Pox  0 

Scarlet  Fever  — 1 

Diphtheria  — 5 

Enteric  Fever  — 4 

Measles  - - 0 

Wliooping  Cough  — 6 

Diarrhoea  (Epidemic)  — 42 

A total  number  of  58 — a great  increase  on  that  of  last  year, 
when  it  was  only  24 — this  increase  being  mainly  due  to  the 
great  amount  of  Diarrhoea,  as  above  mentioned. 

Notified  Diseases. 

The  number  reported  during  the  year  is  164.  For  the 
previous  four  years,  the  figures  are  as  below  : — 

1905  160  1903  200 

1904  223  1902  250 

Chicken  Pox  has  not  been  notifiable  in  the  district  since  1904. 
For  1906,  the  notifications  are  as  follows : — 


Small  Pox 

Diphtheria  and  ) 

Membranous  Croup  j 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Continued  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 


1 

36 

12 

46 

57 

10 

2 


Small  Pox. 

Only  one  case  occurred  of  this,  in  the  month  of  June,  at 
Rosey  Coombe,  in  Binley  Parish.  Upon  receipt  of  a telegram 
from  the  Medical  Practitioner  in  attendance,  1 visited  the 
patient  with  him,  and  concurred  in  his  diagnosis  of  variola, 
having  the  patient  removed  the  following  day  to  the  Small  Pox 
Hospital  at  Piiiley,  under  the  Coventry  City  Authorities.  The 
man  made  a satisfactory  recovery,  being  in  the  Hospital  3^ 
weeks  only.  I was  quite  unable  to  ascertain  how  he  contracted 
the  disease,  and  the  source  of  infection  remains  a mystery. 
The  otlier  inmates  of  the  house  were  re-vaccinated,  and  no 
further  case  occurred. 

Searlet  Fever. 

46  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported.  In  1905,  there 
were  53  ; 1904,  21  ; 1903,  28  ; 1902,  89.  11  were  in  Bedworth,  1 
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in  Exliall,  18  in  Polesliill,  2 in  Keresley,  2 in  Walsgrave,  6 in 
Shilton,  and  6 in  Withybrook.  Of  these  cases,  41  were  removed 
to  the  Infectious  Hospitals ; 11  to  the  Old  Hospital,  in  Church 
Lane,  Foleshill ; and  the  remainder  to  the  New  Hospital  at 
Exhall,  in  addition  to  2 other  cases  out  of  a house,  when  only 
1 had  been  reported.  The  cases  were,  upon  the  whole,  of  a 
mild  type,  but  a few  were  of  a severe  character,  and  of  the 
latter  one  case  died  in  Hospital.  Two  cases  reported  at  the 
end  of  1905  were  admitted  in  January,  making  the  total  45. 

Measles 

Were  ])ractically  absent  throughout  the  year,  so  far  as  I 
was  able  to  ascertain ; but,  as  it  is  not  a notifiable  disease, 
sporadic  cases  may  be  more  numerous  than  one  is  aware  of. 
No  death,  however,  was  registered  as  occurring  from  measles, 
whilst,  in  each  of  the  preceding  three  years,  deaths  have  re- 
sulted from  Measles,  or  its  complications. 

Erysipelas. 

Of  this,  12  uotilications  were  received.  All  seemed 
accidental  cases,  and  none  gave  rise  to  any  further  ones. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  and  Zymotic  Enteritis. 

Forty-two  deaths  occurred  from  these  diseases — a very 
great  increase  on  the  past  few  years.  The  climatic  conditions, 
as  above  stated,  were  answerable  in  the  first  instance  for  the 
heavy  mortality,  but  the  fact  that  31  out  of  the  42  deaths 
occurred  in  children  under  1 year  of  age  again  emphasizes  the 
fact  that  diet,  especially  milk,  is  the  great  factor  in  determin- 
ing the  amount  of  the  disease.  One  of  the  Health  Visitors  sent 
out  by  the  County  Council  has  again,  this  year,  spent  some  time 
in  our  district,  and  in  the  direction  of  improvement  in  the  feed- 
ing of  infants  lies  the  best  field,  in  my  opinion,  for  such  work. 
Mothers,  especially  the  young  ones,  need  much  practical  in- 
struction in  the  proper  method  of  preserving  and  administering 
infant  food,  more  particularly  in  the  first  few  months  of  infant 
life  (of  the  above  31  cases,  17  occurred  before  7 months  of  age), 
and  when  we  bear  in  mind  that  breast-fed  children  are  becom- 
ing the  exception  leather  than  the  rule,  it  becomes  the  more 
important  that  the  greatest  care  should  be  taken  that  all 
utensils  intended  to  hold  milk  (the  staple  food  at  tins  age),  and 
also  all  battles  for  the  child’s  use,  should  be  as  clean  asi)ossible. 
As  an  Authority,  we  can  best  help  by  abolishing,  as  quickly  as 
possible,  ashpits  and  middens  for  privy  contents,  which  are  the 
great  cause  of  the  fly  |)lague  which  was  so  severe  during  the 
|)ast  summer.  Flies  are,  undoubtedly,  the  great  disease  ear- 
lier in  connection  with  Diarrhoea,  and  are  bred  and  encouraged 
by  the  refuse  collections  of  privies.  Of  the  42  cases,  40  are 
allotted  to  our  two  most  thickly-populated  parishes  of  Bed  worth 
and  Foleshill ; and  now  that  Sewerage  Systems  have  become 
established  in  these  two  localities,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  middens 
may,  as  soon  as  possible,  become  things  of  the  past. 


Chicken  Pox. 

This  disease  was  not  made  notifiable  during  the  year 
under  review,  no  need  arising,  either  from  the  presence  of 
Small-Pox  in  our  own  distriet  (witli  the  exception  of  the  one 
case  described  as  occurring  at  Binley),  or  from  Small-Pox  being 
prevalent  in  adjoining  districts,  to  render  necessary  the  presence 
of  this  generally  mild  malady. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. 

32  cases  of  these  were  notified — 7 from  Ansty,  7 from 
Bedworth,  1 from  Binley,  1 from  Exliall,  1 from  Wyken,  10  from 
Poleshill,  1 from  Shilton,  4 from  Walsgrave  ; and  of  this  number 
we  have  had  5 deaths —3  at  Bedworth,  and  2 at  Walsgrave. 
Only  one  case  was  removed  to  Hospital,  although,  since  the 
occupation  of  the  New  Hospital,  we  iiave  always  offered  re- 
moval to  tliese  cases  when  we  had  accommodation,  be.,  when 
we  had  not  more  than  one  otl)er  disease  in  Hobi)ital. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  this  disease  still  apparently 
tends  to  decrease  in  the  district,  the  notifications  having  num- 
bered 48  in  1905,  70  in  1904,  and  45  in  1903.  The  mortality  is 
also  still  lower  tlian  formerly,  though  higher  than  that  of  last 
year.  On  the  removal  of  the  Infections  Hospital  to  Bxhall, 
your  Authority,  acting  as  Board  of  Guardians,  authorised  the 
storage  of  Anti-Hi j)litheretic  Serum  at  the  Workhouse  lodge, 
under  the  care  of  the  porter,  where  it  can  be  obtained  by  any 
Medical  Practitioner  notifying  a case  in  the  district. 

Enteric  Fever. 

I regret  to  say  that  we  have  had  a sharp  epidemic  of  this 
disease  at  Longford,  in  tlie  parish  of  Foleshill.  Tiie  first  case 
was  notified  as  Continued  Fever,  in  August ; and,  upon  visiting 
the  premises,  I advised  removal  of  the  patient  to  hospital,  with 
the  idea  that  the  disease  might  develop  into  Enteric  Fever  ; 
and,  subsequently,  eleven  cases  occurred  in  the  two  houses 
which  adjoined  one  anotlier,  and  in  one  of  wliich  the  first  case 
under  suspicion  arose  ; in  all,  38  cases  were  reported  in  Foles- 
hill,  in  addition  to  10  Oontinned  Fever  cases,  wdiich  we  may 
practically  regard  as  coming  under  the  above  heading ; and,  of 
these,  nearly  the  wiiole  can  be  traced  to  infection  from  the  one 
little  locality  known  as  the  Croft,  or  Canal  Lane.  Tlie  disease 
spread  in  tliis  street,  in  my  opinion,  from  ground  pollution,  as 
the  water  supply,  being  the  North  Warwickshire  Co.’s  mains, 
was  above  reproach,  whilst  the  privies  and  middens  were  old, 
and  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Sewerage  System  was  being- 
laid  down  during  the  past  two  years,  improvements  in  these, 
which  would  have  been  insisted  upon  under  ordinary  conditions, 
were  allowed  to  remain  in  abeyance  until  connections  were 
made  to  the  sewers,  and  water  closets  substituted.  Canal 
Lane  itself  is  in  a most  dirty  condition  from  accumnlated  filth, 
and  I am  pleased  to  say  that  steps  have  been  taken  to  enforce 
the  Public  Health  Act,  witli  a view  to  having  the  street  re- 
made, and  taken  over  by  your  Council. 
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Of  the  67  cases — 57  Enteric,  and  10  Continued- -no  less 
than  52  were  removed  to  Hospital  -11  from  Bedworth,  1 from 
Exhall,  and  40  from  Foleshill. 

I still  trust  that  we  may  eradicate  Enteric,  as  an 
epidemic  disease,  from  our  district,  and  that  our  Sewerage 
Systems,  when  in  tJiorough  working  order,  will  contribute 
largely  to  this  result. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Two  cases  were  notilled,  and  in  each  1 made  a personal 
visit  to  the  houses,  both  of  the  patient  and  midwife,  and 
furnished  a detailed  report  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
HealtJi,  who  represents  the  supervising  Authority ; in  neither 
instance,  I am  pleased  to  report,  did  there  appear  to  be  any 
neglect  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  tJje  midwife  in  attendance 
upon  the  case,  and  with  thorough  disinfection  of  her  dress  and 
apparatus,  no  infection  of  any  further  patient  took  place. 

Tuberculosis. 

Twenty-six  deaths  were  registered  as  occurring  from 
Phthisis  and  otJier  Tubercular  diseases  ; this  marks  a large 
increase  on  the  previous  year,  when  the  number  was  only  thir- 
teen. It  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  children  who  died  from 
wasting  diseases,  the  sequelae  of  the  extensive  epidemic 
Diarrhoea,  which  was  so  prevalent,  as  before  mentioned,  during 
the  hot  months. 

Cancer. 

18  heaths  were  l ecorded  as  occurring  from  Malignant 
Disease,  the  same  as  in  1901.  The  mortality  seems  a very 
variable  one,  and  iudependent  of  any  cause  whicJi  I can  men- 
tion. Walsgrave,  for  its  population,  still  claims  the  highest 
average,  viz,,  3,  tliough  Bedworth  heads  the  list  with  8,  Exhall 
next  witli  4,  and  Foleshill  the  same  number  as  Walsgrave,  3. 

Ill  1905,  there  were  10  deaths. 

„ 1904 
„ 1903 
„ 1902 
„ 1901 

Whooping*  Cough. 

Six  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year — -2  at  Bed- 
worth,  3 at  Foleshill,  and  1 at  Walsgi'ave.  In  1905,  there  were 
no  deaths — an  exceptional  immunity,  however,  and  the  first  nil 
return  for  some  years.  The  disease  in  1906  was  not,  however, 
severe,  and  no  schools  wmre  closed. 

Continued  Fever. 

10  were  reported,  all  in  the  tiarish  of  Foleshill,  and  of 
these  seven  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and  are  included  in  the 
returns  for  Enteric  Fever. 


12 

16 

5 

18 

(n 


Tramps. 


1709  vagrants  were  relieved  during  the  year,  viz.,  men 
1266,  women  413,  and  children  30. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

99  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year — 53  Enteric 
or  Continued  Fever,  45  Scarlet  Fever,  1 Diphtheria. 


The  Old  Hospital  in  Church  Lane,  Foleshill,  was  occu- 
pied and  utilized  for  the  reception  of  patients  np  to  March. 
On  April  14,  we  commenced  taking  patients  into  our  New 
Hospital  at  Exiiall.  This  consists  of  an  administration  block, 
containing  Medical  Officers’  room,  nurses’  common  room, 
kitchens,  and  store  room,  on  ground  floor  ; Matron’s  rooms,  2 
rooms  of  cubicles  (2  cubicles  in  each  room  and  staff  nurses’  room 
on  1st  floor,  and  caretaker’s  rooms  on  2nd  floor).  We  have  also 
Enteric  Fever  block,  comprising  two  wards  each  takin^ffieds, 
and  a Scailet  Fever  block  of  similar  capacity,  an  isolation  block 
for  the  reception  of  Diphtheria  cases,  or  cases  of  a doubtful 
nature,  holding^eds.  This  block  has  a verandah,  with  remov- 
able shutters  reacliing  to  the  ground,  into  which  convalescents 
can  be  moved,  and  this  has  proved  very  useful.  The  building 
also  is  made  up  of  Laundry  block.  Discharging  block,  and 
Mortuary.  The  water  is  laid  on  by  a pipe  from  the  North  War- 
wickshire Oompany’s  mains,  direct  to  the  Hospital.  Tiie 
sewerage  of  the  Hospital  is  directed  to  a system  of  twin  se])tic 
tanks,  before  discharge  into  a stream  at  the  further  extremity  of 
the  grounds.  The  lighting  is  effected  by  the  Carmen  Portable  Gas 
System — a petrol  tank  placed  upon  the  roof  of  the  administra- 
tion block  feeds,  by  means  of  a series  of  small  tubes,  the  various 
gas  brackets,  to  which  are  attached  burners  and  incandescent 
mantles,  similar  to  those  in  ordinary  use  for  coal  gas.  The 
system  has  not  proved  as  satisfactory  as  was  expected  ; it 
seems  an  excellent  one  for  a house,  or  ordinary  building,  but  in 
an  Isolation  Hosi)ital,  where  fresh  air  is  a most  important 
desideratum,  the  fact  that  very  little  draught  will  extinguish 
the  light  is  a great  drawback.  The  constant  breaking  of  the 
glass  chimneys,  too,  has  proved  a great  trouble  and  expense, 
although  I have  now  obviated  this  by  replacing  glass  chimneys 
by  mica  ones.  The  cost,  too,  of  lighting  with  petrol  is  a great 
one,  and  a serious  consideration.  The  Staff  at  the  Hospital  con- 
sists of  Mati'on  (Miss  Pilling),  Staff  Nurse  (Miss  Carpenter),  2 
probationers,  ward  maid,  cook,  and  kitchen  maid.  We  have  also 
a laundry  maid,  maid,  and  general  odd  man,  who  do  not  live  in 
the  Hospital.  Although  this  staff  may  seem  a large  one,  it  was 
found  quite  iiia(le(]uate  during  the  Enteric  Fever  epidemic, 
when  we  had  as  many  as  28  patients  in  at  one  time  ; and  when 
one  realizes  that  two  separate  sets  of  Nurses  have  to  be  pro- 
vided, for  the  two  diseases  of.  Enteric  and  Scarlet  Fever,  to 
avoid  infection  of  patients,  and  that  both  day  and  night  Nurses 
have  to  be  found,  I look  back  with  wonder  that  we  were  only 


compelled  to  engage  one  temporary  nurse.  I cannot  sufficient- 
ly express  my  appreciation  of  the  conscientious  and  thorough 
work  done  by  the  above  staff  during  the  great  stress  of  work 
brought  about  by  the  Enteric  Fever  outbreak.  Tlie  cases  were 
many  of  them  of  a very  severe  character,  and  required  a great 
deal  of  attention,  and  the  small  total  of  2 deaths  is  a most 
creditable  record. 

Common  Lodg’ing’  Houses, 

At  the  commencement  of  tlie  past  year,  two  lodging 
lionses  existed  in  the  district — one  at  Bedworth,  and  the  other 
at  Foleshill.  The  latter  had  been  licensed  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  myself,  owing  to  the  need  of  satisfactory  lodging  accom- 
modation for  men  working  at  onr  Sewerage  Works  and  at  the 
Coventry  Corporation’s  New  Gas  Works.  Owing,  however,  to 
the  house  being  badly  conducted,  and  on  the  receipt  of  com- 
plaints by  the  police,  the  proprietors,  after  due  warning,  had 
tlieir  license  revoked. 

The  house  at  Bedworth  was  also  volnntaidly  closed  by 
the  proprietor,  so  that,  at  the  present  time,  no  common  lodging 
house  exists  in  the  district. 

There  is  distinct  need,  however,  in  my  opinion,  for  re- 
spectable loclging-houses  at  Bedworth  and  Folesiiill,  which 
woidd  tend  to  prevent  some  of  the  overcrowding  often  reported 
by  the  Inspector, 

Schools. 

Only  one  closure  was  recommended  by  myself  to  your 
Council  during  the  year,  viz.,  the  closure  of  the  Shilton  School, 
owing  to  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  amongst  the  scholars.  The 
closure  remained  in  force  for  3 weeks,  from  May  16. 

Water  Supply. 

Bedworth  : — This  supply  has  been  much  more  satis- 
factory since  the  ne^^■  fdters-  laid  down  to  remove  the  carbonate 
of  iron  which  gave  the  yellowish  coloration  to  the  water — have 
got  into  working  order,  and  no  complaints  have  been  heard 
lately  on  tliis  head. 

Many  fresh  connections  have  been  made,  and  Mr.  Windass 
states  that  only  comparatively  few  houses  are  not  now  supplied 
from  the  public  mains. 

During  the  year,  the  district  of  Little  Bayton — which 
Ims  sadly  needed  a supply  of  watej*,  as  stated  in  my  previous 
Re])orts — has  received  an  extension  of  the  North  Warwickshire 
Comi)any’s  mains,  and  is  thus  satisfactorily  dealt  with.  I re- 
gret, however,  that  Hawkesbury  and  Sutton  Stop  are  still  nn- 
snpplied,  owing  to  the  Water  Company  and  Canal  Companies 
being  unable  to  come  to  any  agreement. 


Sewerag’e  Works. 


The  Poleshill  Sewerage  Works  became  completed  in  April 
last,  but,  owing  to  various  delays,  the  connections  have  not  been 
made  as  quickly  as  I had  hoped.  Since  October,  however,  the 
work  has  been  proceeded  with  at  a much  greater  rate.  The 
new  street  at  Longford,  known  as  Station  Street  West,  has,  I 
am  pleased  to  say,  since  the  visit  of  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
been  sewered  for  its  wliole  length,  and  the  connections  for  56 
houses  have  been  made  to  the  same. 

The  Bed  worth  scheme  has  not  yet  been  taken  over  by 
your  Council,  although  the  work  is  practically  completed. 

During  the  year,  we  received  a complaint  from  the  Cov- 
entry Rural  Council  that  the  Keresley  sewerage  was  not  being 
properly  dealt  with  before  discliarge  into  a stream  running 
through  their  district.  I visited  and  inspected  the  same  on  two 
or  three  occasions,  and  found  that  there  was  too  great  a strain 
upon  the  filter  beds  during  the  heavy  washing  days,  in  tlie  early 
part  of  the  week,  which  caused  on  tliese  occasions  the  effluent 
to  be  milky  in  colour  from  the  presence  of  soap.  Uimn  tlie  in- 
tercepting chamber  being  cleaned  out,  and  the  filter  bed  cleansed 
and  increased  in  size,  the  matter  was  i)ut  right,  and  no  fnrtlier 
complaint  has  been  received. 

Faetopies  and  Workshops. 

The  Table  of  Report  requisite  for  the  Home  Office  is 
embodied  in  this  Report,  and  I have  further  to  say  that,  upon 
the  whole,  the  Laundries  and  Bakehouses,  which  constitute  by 
far  the  largest  proportion  under  the  above  heading,  are  mucli 
more  satisfactory  than  formerly.  In  the  case  of  the  former, 
the  wetness  of  the  floors  is  tlie  great  evil  to  be  guarded  against  ; 
but  the  new  drainage  at  the  Keresley  Laundries  has  helped 
considerably.  New  floors  have  also  been  put  in  at  Wliite’s 
Mineral  Works,  at  onr  request.  A few  only  of  tlie  proprietors 
of  Bakehouses  have  had  to  be  warned  concerning  their  omission 
to  whitewash  at  the  stated  periods,  and  u])on  one  we  had  to 
serve  a statutory  notice,  to  enforce  compliance  with  the  regu- 
lations. An  old  Bakehouse  at  Roadway,  Bedwoi'th,  has  been 
done  away  with,  and  a new  one  substituted  in  Park  Road. 

The  two  offensive  trades  in  the  district,  viz.,  the  Bone 
Manufactory  at  Rowley’s  Green  and  the  Gut  Scra])ing  Business 
at  Bell  Green,  were  inspected  by  Mr.  Windass  and  myself  dur- 
ing working  hours,  and  whilst  botli  processes  were  being  carried 
on.  Everything,  however,  seemed  satisfactory,  and  no  nnisance 
was  found  to  exist. 

A worksliop  which  was  started,  during  the  year,  at  Ex- 
hall, for  Gut  Cleaning,  was,  upon  comi)]aint  being  made,  dis- 
continued. Amongst  other  matters,  the  Minei  al  Water  Factory 
at  Holbrook  Lane,  Foleshill,  has  been  connected  to  the  Public 
Sewer  ; while  at  the  Monopole  Cycle  Factory,  the  work  of  con- 
necting to  the  sewer  is  in  hand.  Bedwortli  scheme  is  so  far 
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completed  that  Messrs.  Wootton’s  and  also  Luckman  and 
Pickering’s  Factories  can  shortly  be  connected  np. 

In  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  at  Bedworth,  where  the 
parents  refused  removal  to  Hospital,  an  employee  at  Messrs. 
Lnckman  and  Pickering’s  was  stopped  work,  owing  to  the 
impossibility  of  isolation  of  the  patient,  who  was  sister  to  an 
employee. 

The  Weaving  Shops  at  Foleshill  and  Longford  were  in- 
spected by  Mr.  Windass  and  myself  ; and  premises  used  for 
weaving,  at  Little  Heath,  in  consequence  of  complaint  of  H.M. 
Inspector  last  year,  have  been  done  away  with. 

No  complaint  of  contravention  of  the  Acts  has  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Factory  Inspector  during  the  year. 

Mr.  Newey,  Surveyor  to  your  Ooimcil,  has  again  kindly 
supplied  to  me  the  following  return  as  to  New  Houses  and 
Additions  during  the  past  year,  and  this  shews  a great  increase 
in  business  activity  in  the  district,  as  compared  with  1905,  when 
there  were  only  38  Plans  passed  for  houses,  and  36  Additions 
and  Alterations. 


FOLESHILL  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Plans  were  passed  for  the  following  New  Houses,  and 
Alterations  and  Additions  to  Property,  during  the  12  months 
ended  31st  December,  1906  : — 

105  Houses. 

65  Alterations  and  Additions. 

The  following  Houses,  &c.,  were  completed 
55  Houses. 

51  Alterations  and  Additions. 


1 am. 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  ORTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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OF  THE 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 


FOR 

YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1906. 


TO 


JOHN  ORTON,  Esq.,  M.D., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 


FOLESHILL. 


DEAR  SIR. 


I beg  to  hand  you,  herewith,  my  Report  on  the  work 
carried  out  by  me,  in  the  Foleshill  Rural  District,  during  the 
twelve  months  ending  the  31st  December,  1906. 

I append  the  usual  Form  C.,  issued  by  the  Warwickshire 
County  Council,  which  gives,  in  tabular  form,  the  number  of 
observations  made,  under  the  various  headings,  during  this 
period : — 
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FORM  C. 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
Department  during  the  Year  1906,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary 

District  of  Poleshill. 


Dwelling 
Houses 
& Schools. 


House 

Drainage. 


{Foul  Conditions 
Structural  Defects 
Overcrowding 
Unfit  for  Habitation  ... 
Lodging  Houses 
Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cow  sheds  ... 

Bakehouses 

Slaughter-Houses 

Canal  Boats 

Ashpits  and  Privies  . . . 

Deposits  of  Defuse  and  Manure 

W ater-Closets 

{Defective  Traps 
No  Disconnection 
Other  Faults 
Water  Supply 
Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept 
Offensive  Trades 
Smoke  Nuisances 
Other  Nuisances 
Factories  and  Workshops 


Totals 


Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  [See  written  Report] 
Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
Ditto  of  Food  found  Adulterated 
Ditto  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 
Ditto  of  Water  Condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


<V 


c/2  c/) 
C G 
O _o 

CJ  Oj 


o 


6 

8 

20 

3 
8 

87 

95 

32 

35 
65 
83 

228 

31 

411 

36 
120 

40 

4 

5 

14 

2 

64 

791 

I 

1106' 


No. 


20 

17 


PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

Articles  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or 
Destroyed  about 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease. .. 

Schools  ditto  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of 
Infectious  Disease 

Convictions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of 
Infectious  Disease 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons 
or  Things 

Convictions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons 
or  Things 

Visits  paid  to  Houses  where  Infectious 
Disease  existed  ... 


2000 

124 

1 1 i 


161 


J. 


{Sicjned), 

W.  WINDASS, 


Inspector  of  Nnisaimes. 
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Legal  Proceedings  have  been  taken,  during  the  year,  to 
enforce  compliance  with  the  Public  Health  Acts,  in  the  follow- 
ing cases 

(1) .  In  the  case  pending,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1905,  against 

the  owner  of  property  at  Exhall,  in  respect  of  defec- 
tive drainage,  and  ashpit  and  privy  accommodation. 
The  case  was  adjourned  on  three  separate  occasions, 
one  of  which  was  for  a period  of  three  weeks,  during 
which  time  the  defendant  promised  to  do  the  work, 
but  failed  to  commence  it.  An  order  was  then  made 
for  the  work  to  be  carried  out  to  my  satisfaction 
within  21  days,  defendant  to  pay  all  costs,  including 
those  of  the  Oouncirs  solicitor.  The  work  was  then 
satisfactorily  completed. 

(2) .  Against  the  owner  of  property.  Park  Road,  Bedworth, 

in  respect  of  defective  water  supply.  The  case  was 
adjourned  for  14  days,  for  the  Town  water  to  be  laid 
on  to  the  premises  ; this  was  done,  and  the  case  with- 
drawn, upon  payment  of  costs. 

(3) .  Against  the  occupier  of  premises  in  Sprigg’s  Yard,  Bed- 

worth.  The  defendant  failed  to  appear  on  the  first 
hearing,  and  an  order  was  made  for  the  abatement 
of  the  nuisance  within  14  days.  This  he  failed  to 
comply  with.  Another  summons  was  issued,  and  he 
was  fined  10s.  and  costs,  but  as  he  still  refused  to 
comply  with  the  order  he  was  committed  to  gaol  for 
7 days. 

I am  of  opinion  that  there  is,  at  the  present  time,  a con- 
siderable amount  of  overcrowding,  specially  in  Polesliill  and 
Bedworth.  There  are  practically  no  empty  houses  in  these 
districts,  and,  with  the  large  works  in  Coventry,  adjoining 
Polesliill,  employing  a very  great  many  hands,  the  want  of 
cottage  property  is  severely  felt.  The  same  remark  applies  to 
the  men  employed  at  the  Coventry  Corporation  New  Gas 
Works,  in  this  district. 

In  each  case,  after  removal  to  Hospital,  the  disinfecting 
is  carried  out  by  the  Council,  free  of  charge  to  the  owner  or 
occupier.  The  bedding,  &c.,  is  removed  to  the  Steam  Disin- 
fector, the  room  fumigated,  and  disinfectant  supplied  for  the 
drains. 

In  cases  also  of  Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  which 
have  been  notified  and  not  removed  to  Hospital,  upon  receipt 
of  notice  from  the  Medical  Practitioner  in  attendance  that  the 
premises  are  ready  for  disinfection,  this  course  has  also  been 
adopted. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  by  far  the  better  way  than 
supplying  people  with  the  means  to  do  the  disinfecting,  and 
leaving  it  to  them  to  carry  out. 


Ill  all  cases  where  patients  suffering  from  Enteric,  for 
any  reason,  are  not  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  (I  am 
pleased  to  say,  although  we  have  had  a large  number  of  cases, 
these  are  exceptionally  few).  Typhoid  pans  are  supplied,  as  in 
previous  years,  and  their  contents  regularly  collected  and 
burned. 

The  Oouncil’s  portable  Steam  Disinfector  has  been  re- 
moved from  its  shed,  at  the  old  Hospital,  and  fixed  in  the  one  ])ro- 
vided  for  it  at  the  new  Hospital  at  Exhali.  During  the  year,  about 
2,000  articles  have  been  disinfected,  and  it  is  again  satisfactory 
to  be  able  to  report  that  this  machine  continues  to  do  its  work 
so  well,  not  a single  complaint  having  been  received.  I regret 
that,  owing  to  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  staff 
during  the  year,  the  exact  figures  are  not  available. 

The  Schools  in  the  district  were  disinfected  during  the 
Summer  months,  when  the  children  were  having  their  holiday, 
and  also  the  School  at  Shilton,  whicli  was  closed  in  May,  owing 
to  a Diphtheria  epidemic. 

Upon  the  recent  visit  of  His  Majesty’s  Chief  Inspector  of 
Canal  Boats,  he  complained  about  the  absence  of  water  sup])ly 
for  the  Canal  boat  people  who  are  sometimes  compelled  to  stay 
a considerable  time  in  the  Exhall  Colliery  Company’s  basin. 
Now  that  the  mains  are  running  within  easy  distance  of  this 
place,  I am  hoping  that  shortly  some  arrangement  will  be  come 
to  between  the  Colliery  Company  and  the  Water  Company  so 
that  the  present  state  of  affairs  can  be  remedied. 

20  samples  of  watei*  have  been  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst,  for  analysis,  during  the  year,  and  17  of  these  were  con- 
demned as  unfit  for  use  for  drinking  purposes.  2 samiffes  of 
water  were  taken  from  the  North  Warwickshire  Waterworks 
Company’s  works,  and  proved  to  be  of  excellent  quality. 

The  other  sample  of  water  proving  to  be  of  good  quality 
was  that  from  the  Shilton  Schools.  Considerable  trouble  has 
been  experienced  during  the  year,  in  this  parish,  witli  respect 
to  the  water  supply.  The  Parish  well  proved  to  be  very  un- 
satisfactory, and  although  two  fresh  boreholes  have  been  sunk, 
and  samples  submitted  in  each  case,  tliese  proved  unsatisfactory. 

The  North  Warwickshire  Waterworks  water  has  now  been 
laid  on  to  the  Longford  Church  Schools. 

The  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  for  the  Foleshill  Parish 
were  taken  over  by  the  Council  on  A|)ril  11th.  It  was  imj^ossible, 
though,  to  commence  making  connections  to  the  sewer  straight 
away,  as  at  that  time  tliere  was  no  one  appointed  to  look  after 
the  outfall  works,  and  tenders  had  to  be  obtained  for  carrying 
out  the  work.  Since  then,  36  connections  have  been  made  to 
the  sewers,  which  receive  the  drainage  from  2 factories  and  110 
houses. 
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No  doubt,  if  the  rough  weather  of  the  jDresent  month  had 
not  made  this  work  impracticable,  considerably  more  connec- 
tions would  now  have  been  made. 

Dr.  Bostock  Hill,  on  his  recent  visit  to  the  district,  owing 
to  the  severe  epidemic  of  Enteric  Fever,  complained  of  the  ash- 
pit and  privy  in  connection  with  two  houses  in  which  a large 
number  of  the  cases  occurred.  I am  pleased  to  say  this  has 
now  been  done  away  with,  and  w.c.’s  and  dustbins  provided. 
Notice  has  also  been  given  to  the  owner  of  the  property  in 
Canal  Lane,  that  unless  the  work  of  converting  the  defective 
ashpits  and  privies,  and  providing  proper  drainage,  is  commenced 
within  one  month,  legal  proceedings  will  be  taken  against  him. 
As  I have  pointed  out  to  the  Council,  the  road  in  front  of  these 
houses  is  in  a disgraceful  condition,  being  little  less  than  an 
open  cesspool,  and  I have  suggested  to  them  that  an  application 
should  be  made  for  this  road  to  be  included  with  others,  for 
powers  to  place  this  road  under  the  Public  Health  Act.  Wth 
regard  to  the  new  Street  at  Longford,  as  I have  previously 
stated,  a new  sewer  has  been  completed,  and  the  present  pan 
closets  will  shortly  be  done  away  with,  and  w.c.’s  substituted. 

The  Bedworth  scheme,  although  practically  completed, 
has  not  yet  been  taken  over  by  the  Council.  Nine  or  ten  con- 
nections have  already  been  made,  by  the  consent  of  the  En- 
gineer, to  a portion  of  the  Bedworth  sewers,  which  gravitate 
naturally  to  the  outfall  works. 

The  Scavenging  of  the  district,  I consider,  on  the  whole, 
has  been  fairly  well  carried  out.  No  alteration  has  been  made 
in  the  system  as  regards  the  Parishes  of  Foleshill  and  Bed- 
worth,  and,  as  I have  previously  pointed  out,  the  other  portions 
of  the  Union  are  of  such  a nature  that  removal  by  Contract  is 
not  rendered  necessary. 

I wish  once  again  to  complain  of  the  small  use  which  is 
made  of  the  office  provided  for  me  at  the  Parish  Offices,  Bed- 
worth.  I attend  there  twice  a week,  viz.,  Tuesday  and  Satur- 
day, from  10.30  to  11.30  in  the  morning,  and  it  is  very  rarely 
indeed  that  the  ratepayers  take  advantage  of  the  same,  it  being 
practically  a waste  of  time.  There  is  also  a letter-box  pro- 
vided, in  which  ashpit  notices  should  be  placed,  and  the  same 
iias  been  well  advertised,  with  but  poor  results.  The  Council 
will  readily  understand  that,  in  a large  district  like  that  of  the 
Foleshill  Rural  District,  with  the  work  ever  increasing,  it  is 
impossible  for  one  man  to  keep  an  eye  on  all  the  ashpits,  and  to 
always  see  when  they  require  attention. 

As  Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Act,  I have  already 
presented  my  Report.  His  Majesty’s  Inspector  paid  a visit  to 
the  Canal  on  November  7th,  and  inspected  the  books.  On  the 
whole,  the  canal  boats  travelling  in  this  district  are  in  a very 
good  condition,  and  appear  to  improve  each  year.  In  no  case 
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was  I refused  admission  to  a boat,  and  the  boat  people  gener- 
ally seem  anxious  to  conform  to  tlie  Acts  and  Regulations. 

On  one  boat,  tied  up  at  Hawkesbury  Stop,  a case  of 
Diphtheria  was  notified.  I was  informed,  by  the  doctor  in 
attendance,  that  anti-toxin  had  been  used  ; and  I visited  the 
boat,  and  it  remained  there  until  it  had  been  disinfected. 

No  samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year  under  the 
sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  this  work  now  being  carried  out  by 
the  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures,  appointed  by  the 
County  Council. 

I have  regularly  visited  the  Market  Stalls  at  Bedworth, 
and  Shops  generally  in  the  district.  In  no  instance  has  it  been 
necessary  to  seize  any  article,  as  unfit  for  liuman  food. 

In  one  instance,  however,  I had  to  seek  your  advice  with 
reference  to  the  carcase  of  a pig,  which  I heard  had  been  sold 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  but,  as  you  were  unable  to  say 
the  animal  was  unfit  for  human  food,  no  action  was  taken. 

The  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milk  shops  have  all  received 
attention,  several  of  these  having  been  inspected  in  company 
with  yourself  ; and,  as  I pointed  out  last  year,  practically  the 
whole  of  these  premises  were  inspected  with  a view  to  a new 
register  being  made,  and  several  improvements  have  been 
carried  out. 

The  Bakehouses,  and  Factories  and  Workshops,  have  also 
been  inspected,  in  conjunction  with  yourself,  and,  generally 
speaking,  are  found  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

There  are  two  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  district, 
one  being  the  manufacture  of  artificial  manure,  and  one  rope 
cleaning.  Both  these  premises  have  been  visited  during  the 
time  work  has  been  in  progress,  and  found  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 

Two  other  offensive  trades  were  commenced  in  the  dis- 
trict during  the  year,  in  unsuitable  premises,  and  prompt 
measures  were  at  once  taken  to  stop  the  same. 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

/.  W.  W/NDASS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Table  II.— Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1906  and  previous  years. 

Name  of  District,  FOLESHILL  RURAL. 
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TABLE  II.— Name  of  District,  FOLESHILL  RURAL  (Continued). 
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Table  V.— Name  of  Distriet,  FOLESHILL  RURAL. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1906.  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  & Months  under  1 Year  of  Age. 
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District  of  Polesliill.  Population,  estiiuated  to  middle  of  1906,  18,668. 

Births  in  tiie  year,  641.  Deaths  in  the  year,  98.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ag’es,  310. 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1906, 

FOR  THE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  FOLESHILL, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES  AND 

HOMEWDRK. 

1.  - INSPKCTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 
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2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 
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Other  nuisances 

4 

3 

Sanitary  rinsiifficient 

accommodation  unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

in 

hand. 

[ not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factorij  and  Workshop 

Act 

Illegal  occupation  of  nndergronnd  bake- 
house (s.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 
bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

Other  offences 

1 

1 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  wTich  are  included  in  Part 

3 of  this  Report). 

— 

Total 

6 

4 

HOME  WORK 


4. -REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  tlie  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

Number. 

(2) 

79,  including-  - 
Breweries 

2 

Hat  Factories 

2 

Bakehouses 

32 

Offensive  Trades 

2 

Cycle  Factories 

1 

Mineral  Water  Factories 

2 

Many  Laundries 

===- 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  ... 

79 

5. -OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories : — i 
Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act  (S.  133)  ..J 

Action  taken  in  matters 
referred  byH.M.  Inspec- 
tors as  remediable  under 

the  Public  Health  Acts,  /Notified  by  H.M.  In- 
bnt  not  under  the  Fac-  j spector 
tory  and  Workshop  Act  ^ Reports  (of  action 
(S.  5)  I taken)  sent  to  H.M. 

\ Inspector 


Other 


Ijiidergroimd  Bakehouses  (S.  101) : — 
Certificates  granted  during  the  year 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


1 


Feb.  12,  1907. 

JOHN  ORTON,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
(27) 
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